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Study of LU He-ruo FENG SHUI
— Things That Two Old Men And Two Dead Bodies symbolize—

Yokoji, Keiko *

Abstract

This paper focuses on Li He-ruo’s (1914-1951?) short novel Feng
Shui(#' 7J+). The author LU He-ruo is a Taiwanese writer in the period of
the Japanese occupation, who had gone to Japan to study music, and was
called the first intellectual at that time. His work Feng Shui was
published in 1942. It mainly described the decline of Taiwanese
traditional family system through the hostility of two old typical
Taiwanese brothers. This work is not so complicated, but it is very
unique and powerful, so | think it could be called LU He-ruo’s
masterpiece. And the Taiwanese local world described in Feng Shui
includes too many things that cannot be related to a reading of the story
as only dealing with filial piety or moral decline. What | pay attention to
is two old men of Feng Shui and two corpses in this work. The attitude of
the two old men to Feng Shui (disambiguation) is described in contrast to
this folk custom, but both are men who fell behind the time actually, and
the two corpses symbolize the two old men’s future. This paper discusses
how the writer LU He-ruo feels about Taiwanese traditional culture and

modernization brought by the Japanese empire.
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