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Turing to Flowering Life

-The Old Geisha’s Image in Okamoto Kanoko’s The Memoir of an Old Geisha-

Wu, Pei-chen *

Abstract

“As time goes by, my sadness accumulated that turning my life
flowering” Okamoto Kanoko’s The Memoir of an Old Geisha is her
masterpiece in her later years. This work ends with the Tanka poem “As
time goes by, my sadness accumulated that turning my life flowering”
which is also the main theme of this work. This Tank poem has been
published with the other seven Tanka poetry in Tanka Kenkyu right
before this short work appeared.

The Memoir of an Old Geisha was nominated for the Award of
Akutagawa the next year after being published. It also made Oakamoto
become a distinguished writer. This story is about an old Geisha who
tried to quit her job, then becoming the patron of a young man who likes
to be an inventor. The vitality as “never giving up” is supposed to be the
way that Okamoto depicted the vitality the old.

The purpose of this paper will shed light on the description of the
vitality as “never giving up” of the old and the image of the old Geisha in

The Memoir of an Old Geisha.

Keywords: Okamoto Kanoko, The Memoir of an Old Geisha,

Seimeishugi in Taisho period, the aged, vitality.
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