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On the Japanese Verbalizing Suffixes

“-garu, -mu, -maru, meru”

Tang, Ting-chi, Liu, Yi-chen”

Abstract

Adding various suffixes to the stems of Japanese adjectives can
produce different parts of speech within the lexicon. These suffixes
include the nominalizing suffixes “-sa, -mi”, added to form nouns; the
adjectival nominalizing suffixes “-so, -ge”, added to form adjectival
nouns; and verbalizing suffixes “-garu, -maru, -meru”, added to form
verbs.

The present paper deals with the verbalizing suffixes that are
considered to be comparatively highly productive, namely “ -garu, -mu”,
“-maru”, and “-meru”, and aims to demonstrate what kinds of adjective
stems they combine with to form verbs as well as how those derived
verbs are subclassified into intransitive and transitive verbs.

Our research has led to the following conclusions.

1. The relationship between verbalizing suffixes and adjective
subclassifications:

(i) The suffix “-garu” is the one attached to the largest number of
adjectives. These adjectives include (1) almost all emotive-sensory
adjectives, (2) the auxiliary adjective “ tai”, which is added to the V-(i)
forms to express desiderative, and (3) some evaluative, property,
dimensional and relational adjectives.

(if)The suffix “-mu” is selected by an extremely small number of
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adjectives, which are limited to emotive adjectives.
(i1i)The suffixes “-maru, -meru” are selected by a small number of
adjectives which are dimensional and evaluative in nature.
2. The relationship between verbalizing suffixes and verb
subclassifications:
(i)Verbs that are formed by adding the suffix “-garu” to adjective stems
are always transitive verbs.
(if)Verbs derived from adding the suffix “-mu” to emotive-sensory
adjective stems are divided into intransitive and transitive verbs; those
formed by attaching “-mu” to emotive adjectives become intransitive
verbs, whereas those formed by attaching “-mu” to sensational adjectives
become transitive verbs.
(iti)Verbs with the suffixes “-maru ”and “-meru” are used as intransitive
and transitive verbs respectively.
3. The relationship between verbalizing suffixes and the First-person
speaker constraint

An external argument experiencer, employed as the subject of
emotive adjective, has to be the first-person speaker taking the
verbalizing suffix “-garu” to form a verb, however, the subject cannot be

the first person speaker.

Keywords: derivations of Japanese verbs from adjectives,
verbalizing suffixes “-garu, -mu, -maru, -meru”,
Sub-classification of Japanese adjectives,
selectional restrictions between adjective stems and
verbalizing suffixes,

“The Restriction on the First-person Speaker”



