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The love stories of “old woman”

—aging as the culturein “Tales of Ise” , “Tale of Utsuho” and “Tale of Genji”—

Saito, Masashi *

Abstract

The love assumed to be a theme by the story literature at the Heian era
is an act of the man and woman with young the many. If it is the action
between opposite sex with young love, it will mean the formation of the
nepotism and the descendant's prosperity, etc. However, it is not easy to
think the possibility of the descendant production to produce the nepotism
that it is low, and it is new by love among aged opposite sex.

Is the love story of Gen-no-Naishi-no-suke to source of light described
in “Tale of Genji” , is one-sided association by the Ichijo-no-Kitanokata
(Widow of minister named Minamoto-no-Tdatsune ) talked about to “Tale
of Utsuho” telling, and nevertheless, on earth why might is the story of
“ Tsukumo-Gami (Old woman) ” created to “Tales of Ise”?

As the answer to a doubt concerned, the story of love of the old woman
is one (the conclusion and putting with the meaning to which ( aging as
the culture ) will be succeeded to at posterity in the third the necessity to
which the woman who is a passive standpoint does independent love is
invented, the man corresponding to the independent love is formed

secondarily ideally) in this thesis in first.
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