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“Old Age” of Japanese Ancient Literature
—old age * old resident « old man—

Nihei, Michiaki *
Abstract

When we inspect the works of the ancient literature or ancient
materials having the literary elements including Kojiki, Nihonsyoki,
Hudoki, Manyousyu, we can know “old age” is described as the various
forms so it has the things beyond one common property. However,
certain tendency can be found in each genre of literature or material.

For example, among the songs(=poetry) contained in Manyousyu,
there are “old age” having the background of Buddhistical “agony”
while there is the thing which expresses lamentation of “old age”
regardless of Buddhistical background, so in general, most of them are
singing “old age” negatively. Even the song of “Taketorinookina” in the
Vol. 16 which is regarded to have the element related to the world of
hermit with supernatural powers has the structure of the song to lament
old age like the “Song to lament destiny which one can not live in this
world forever of Yamanoueno Okura.

Furthermore, in Koziki, as seen from the story that “The old man
making a bonfire recited like followings after the song of the Emperor of
Japan”...so, the duty of “Azumanokuninomiyathuko” was given to that
old man described in Keikoutennouki and the story of the “old woman”
who remembered the place which bones of Ichinohenoookimi had been
buried contained in Kensoutennouki, it is regarded that “old age” as the
wise man was described. As seen from the description that according
to the saying of the old man who knows the affairs of the ancient times,
in the ancient times, at the age of *“suzintennou”, or that
“chukuhanoagata “ was called Kinokuni in the ancient times according
to the saying of the old man who knows the affairs of the ancient times,
such a method of description corresponds to the description of Hudoki of
Hitachinokunihudoki which prescribed the image of “old age” as the
wise man who conveys stories from the ancient times. And, on the
premise that “old man” has such a meaning, a curious fact can be found
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in the relation between Kojiki and Nihonsyoki.

Like these, it is thought that the images of “old age”, old resident
and old man in the Japanese ancient literature have the suggestions on the
relation to the background and property of the works.
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