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The Old and Filial Piety
— on “The Tale of the Bomboo-Cutter” —

Maruyama, Takashi”®

Abstract

“The Tale of the Bamboo-Cutter” is a story established in the late 9th
century, and in this story the Princess Kaguya comes from the moon to an
old bamboo-cutter and returns to the moon after a while. One day, the
old bamboo-cutter “Taketori-no-Okina” finds the little princess Kaguya in
a bamboo. As he raises the princess, he becomes rich. When grown up,
the princess becomes beautiful and five nobles ask her to marry them. She
poses challenges to them; however, nobody can get what she requests.
After all the suitors fail, the Emperor proposes to her but she rejects even
his courting.

Although many men proposed to her, princess Kaguya is predestined to
return to the moon. She tells Okina over and over again that she feels very
reluctant to return to the moon, leaving behind the aging Okina. When the
princess returns to the moon, she leaves the elixir of immortality to the

Emperor. The Emperor makes his subjects to bring it to the Mount Fuji,
which is the highest mountain and closest to the moon, and burn it there.
The sound of “Fuji” in Japanese suggests immortality.

Why does Princess Kaguya laments to return to the moon leaving the
aging Okina behind” Through the story, the author makes us think about
the principle of the world depicting the old age and filial piety.
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