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"Feel how ugly | am, looking at myself in a mirror
—"“0Old age” consciousness indicated in “Kagerounikki” —

Lee, Misuk™

Abstract

This article examined the old age consciousness of Michitsuna’s mother
indicated in “Kagerounikki”. To speak concretely, this article looked into
relation between the mind change of Michitsuna’s mother indicated in the last
volume and the “old age” consciousness.

First, the conventional “Kagerounikki” study was reviewed that proposed
that Michitsuna’s mother changed her mental state with Narutake (name of a
place) seclusion written in the middle volume as a momentum, and it was
confirmed that the change of mind of Michitsuna’s mother toward her husband
was caused by not only religious momentum of visiting a shrine but basically
her age, that is, old age consciousness. In addition to that, it was confirmed that,
as pointed out in prior studies, “old age” consciousness of Michitsuna’s mother
was first recognized in the last volume, but existed prior to the trips for visiting
a shrine that he made several times, also it was considered that the “old age”
consciousness that changed her mental state so that he may view Kaneie
objectively represents loneliness caused by abandonment according to
increasing age utterly beyond her control for herself.

In conclusion, when we interpret this test, it is considered that we can
grasp more concretely the meaning of “Kagerounikki” as self-narrative of a
woman who existed a millennium age and the real shape of Michitsuna’s
mother as the teller of the story who came to realize writing due to self-
consciousness much stronger than an ordinary persons.

Keywords : Kagerounikki, Michitsuna’s mother, the last volume,
Change of mental state, Old age consciousness, Narutaki seclusion
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