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The Sub-classification of Japanese Adjectives :

it’s criteria and functions

Ting-chi Tang*

Abstract

The present paper aims to investigate the merits as well as the
criteria for classifying and subclassifying Japanese adjectives. Following
Section 1, which briefly introduces the goal and contents of the paper,
Section 2 and Section 3 discuss, respectively, the common properties of
Japanese adjectives in terms of their phonetic shapes, morphological
forms, semantic contents and syntactic functions, and the classification
of Japanese adjectives into objective adjectives (and further
subclassication into sensory and relational adjectives) , evaluative
adjectives and subjective adjectives (and further subclassification into
sensational and emotive adjectives) .

Then, from Section 4.1 to Section 4.10, the paper investigates in
detail the relationship between the (sub)classifications of Japanese
adjectives and their differences in frequency of occurrence, in the
dichotomy of restrictive versus predicative use, in the word-formation of
derivation, conversion and compounding, in the dichotomy
individual-level versus stage-level predicates, in the directionality or
bidirectionality of synaethesia, in argument structures and thematic
relations, in the application of “ the First-Person Speaker Constraint”, in
the selectional restriction of degree adverbs.

Finally, Section 5 concludes the paper by pointing out that the
discussion of classifications and subclassifications of Japanese
adjectives not only has its significance from a theoretical point of view
but also has its value from a pedagogical point on view.
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