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On “The Humiliation of Crawling between a Ruffian's Legs” by
Dazai Osamu

Tsui-o Huang”

Abstract

Dazai Osamu had written a series of literary adaptations of Chinese works. “The
Humiliation of Crawling between a Ruffian's Legs” (“matawokuguru” hereafter
referred to as “The Humiliation of Crawling”) is the first among the series and the
target of the analysis in this paper. In order to understand the significance of the
Dazai’s oeuvre, the paper tries to ascertain the role that this work plays among in the
corpus by Dazai and to show the discrepancies between the Chinese and the Japanese
perspectives. As for the research methodology, the paper will focus on the
comparison between the text by Dazai and the Chinese works including both Eighteen
Histories in Brief (Shi Ba Shi Lue) and “The Biography of The Marquis of Huaiyin”
in Records of the Historians, with the intention to present their respective motifs.

Dazai’s “The Humiliation of Crawling” has three characteristics. First, the image of
the yarn rinsing old lady (known as “Piao-mu”) is extremely smeared. Second, the
protagonist expresses a great deal of distrust in human nature. Third, the sense of
humiliation is pervasive throughout the book. From the reading of Dazai’s others
works, we know that negative portrayal of women who are capable of taking care of
others, distrust in human beings, and constant feelings of humiliation are the common
features. Therefore, “The Humiliation of Crawling,” comprising the quintessential
themes that can be found in Dazai’s other works, becomes a key piece of writing for
the study of Dazai.

Dazai did not emphasize the great perseverance that this great Chinese general was
praised for, but instead he paid attention to his humiliated feelings. Dazai’s

modifications revealed his purposes and attitudes toward the use of Chinese
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references for his literary creation. Furthermore, we can see how the Japanese

interpret the praising tales of a heroic figure like Han Xin.
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