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Oral Performance—The Study of TANIKAWA Shuntaro—
NAKAMURA Shoko"
Abstract

What Is Poetry, published by Tanikawa Shuntaro in October 2001,
lists many poems to answer the question regarding what poetry is. This
collection of poems not only points out the questions about "sound" and
"voice" in poetry, but also emphasizes the inseparable relations between

poems and sounds in the origin of poetic works.

Tanikawa Shuntaro has been very enthusiastic about reciting his
own poems. After recitals, he thus creates poems that focus on the
sounds and rhymes, such as Poems about Wordplay. For Tanikawa, the
act of poetry recitation is a means of presentation of poetry's artistic
conception through the sounds that come from the body of the poet.
Fundamental questions of modern poetry such as "what is poetry" and
"what is a poet" that Tanikawa has questioned exist behind the recitation.
Therefore, for Tanikawa poetry reciting is more than an act of
enunciation or entertainment. He thinks that when a poet recites, he or
she, standing between the world of the beginning of poetry and the
chaotic concept of human origins, lends his or her body to the creation of
poetry. Accordingly, poetry is a literary form produced from the body of
the poet. This process is the real representation of the original forms of
poetry. Furthermore, it is only through the oral reading of the poems
that the underlying questions of poetry can be explored.

Keywords: recitation, sound, body, the origin of poetry, origin, question

* Lecturer of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Fu-Jen University



