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The Genesis of Colonial Taiwan’s Great Detectives:
A Case Study of “Detective lioka”

Yokoji, Keiko*
Abstract

Detective fiction, a literary genre established in the nineteenth century, became
widely popular in Taiwan during the island’s 1895-1945 period of Japanese rule.
The assimilation of Western literature into Asia has often been mediated by Japan (a
“cultural translator” of sorts), and detective fiction’s swift pollination across Taiwan
was no exception. Previous research has unequivocally demonstrated how
mainstream detective fiction showcases the full spectrum of Western Orientalism.
This research, as such, focuses on the features of detective fiction that emerged
specifically from Taiwan during its period of Japanese rule, as well as the ideologies
that underpin these works. Most contemporary detective fiction was written in
Japanese by and for Japanese individuals living in Taiwan, and the distribution
platforms of these works operated mainly within this tiny population. By the 1910s,
however, a Japanese investigator who blurred the lines between reality and fiction
named “Detective lioka” gradually gained popularity, eventually developing a
reputation of “Great Detective.” By examining a panoply of texts on “Detective
lioka” and his real-life counterpart lioka Shuzo, this essay presents a case study that
explores the unique features of detective fiction published in Colonial Taiwan.
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